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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION/ELECnON REQUIREMENT 

Sin 

In response to the election requirement mailed 26 January 200S in the above-identified 
application. Applicants respond as follows. 

PROVISIONAL ELECTION 

Applicants hereby provisionally elect, with traverse, the Species in Group I (Figs. 1 - S), 
with Figs. 23 and 30 being generic to all species. Applicants state that claims 34, 37 and 38 are 
readable on the Species in Group I. 
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TRAVERSE 

The election requirement is respectfully traversed, because the requirement is improper 
and does not comply with the criteria for a restriction or an election of species, as specified in 3S 
use 121, 37 CFR 1.141.146, and MPEP 801-818. 

MPEP 803 specifies that restriction/election between two groups of claims is only proper 
when (1) tht inventions are independent or distinct as claimed and (2) a "serious burden" exists 
on the examiner in examining the groups of claims. The restriction/election of species 
requirement does not show either that the groups meet the independent or distinct criteria 
specified in the MPEP or that there is a "serious biirden" in examining the groups of claims in the 
same application. In fact, it appears that the examiner did not consider the claims currently 
pending in the application. 

The examiner requires restriction and provides reasons therefore, but the reasons are not 
commensurate with the claims and are not based upon ^plication of the criteria specified in 
MPEP 806, Inspecting election of species and restriction requirements. The reasons for request 
election of species rely upon assertions that are incorrect and analysis that is flawed. 

The office action erroneously indicates that claims 1 - 33 are pending. To the contrary, 
claims 34 - 38 are pending. 

The office action states that "no claims are generic." To the contrary, independent claim 
34 is generic, and claims 35 - 38 are dependent from claim 34 and include all the limitations of 
claim 34. 

Claim 34 is directed at least in part to the reinforcing portion, illustrated for example in 
Figs. I - 3, 5, 6, 9. 19 and 26 - 29. The reinforcing portion is described as the rib 31 in Figs. 1 - 
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3, S, 6, 9 and 29 and as the recoveiy preventing portion 123 in Figs. 26 - 29. There is no 
disclosure of the reinforcing poitios in the other figures. 

The o£Gce action identified Groups I - X as the patentably distinct species of the claimed 
invention. However^ the proposed grouping includes figures that are inelevant to the pending 
claims. 

The following groups of figures are irrelevant to the pending claims because they do not 
include the claimed reinforcing portion: Fig. 7 Qn Qioup ni)» Fig. 8 (in Group IV), Figs. 10-13 
(in Qioup V), Figs. 14 - 17 (in Groiqp VI), Fig. 18 (in group VII) and Figs. 20 - 22 (in Group 
VUI). Therefore, the statement in the office action that the application includes claims directed 
to Groups III * Vin is erroneous. 

The applicants propose the following species of the claimed invention, with respect to the 
pending claims: 

Group I Figures 1 - 3, 5, 6, 9 and 19. Claims 34, 37 and 38. 

Group II Figures 26 - 29, Claims 34, 35, 36. 

For Group I, the reinforcing portion is described as the rib 3 1 . For Group 11, the 
reinforcing portion is described as tfie recovery preventing portion 1 23. 

Further, the applicants respectfully indicate diat claim 34 is generic. 

The applicants respectfully request election the species of Group I, Figs. 1 - 3, S, 6, 9 and 

19. 

For the reasons given above, the examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and 
withdraw or revise the election of species requirement. 
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Examination of the present application in view of the above election is lespectAilly 
requested. Please charge any unforeseen fees that may be due to Deposit Account No. SO- 



Posz&Bethards,PLC 

1 12S0 Roger Bacon Drive, Suite 10 

Reston,VA 20190 

Phone 703-707-9110 

Fax 703-707-91 12 

Customer No. 23400 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 36,880 
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